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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL STAFF ELECT DR. JOHN GORDON HAROLD AS NEW CHIEF 
OF STAFF FOR 2004 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA (January 22, 2004) – “A doctor who wears many hats,” is probably the best way to 
describe a day in the life of John Gordon Harold, M.D., FACC, the new Chief of Staff at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles. 
 
In addition to his role as Chief of Staff, Dr. Harold maintains an active private practice specializing in internal 
medicine and cardiovascular diseases.  When he is not seeing patients or juggling his many new duties as the 
Chief of the Medical Staff, Dr. Harold also finds time to pursue numerous philanthropic activities.   
 
Whether to raise funds in support of nursing programs at Cedars-Sinai or to raise money for the American 
Heart Association, Dr. Harold has chaired or co-chaired numerous fundraising events.  Of note, Dr. Harold 
co-chaired the highly successful fundraising event held in honor of the late Berdie Justice, the first nurse 
manager of the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit at Cedars-Sinai.  The event, called, “A Musical Dinner of the 
Heart,” endowed a lectureship in cardiovascular nursing at Cedars-Sinai, which was created to benefit nurses 
and support nursing and professional education.  Most recently, Dr. Harold chaired the 2003 American Heart 
Association Heart Awards Gala and has co-Chaired the Save A Heart Foundation Galas from 1999-2002.   
 
“You could say that philanthropy is my hobby,” said Dr. Harold.  “Heart disease is the number one killer in 
America and helping to raise money that will help to fight the disease through education, prevention and 
research gives me a lot of satisfaction.”   
 
The first-generation son of Irish immigrants, Dr. Harold was born in California, but grew up in the Bronx, New 
York, receiving his Medical Degree from the State University of New York at Stony Brook.  After completing 
his internal medicine training at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City, Dr. Harold came to Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in 1982 to complete a fellowship in cardiology under the direction of his mentor, Dr. Jeremy 
Swan.  Dr. Swan, along with Dr. William Ganz, invented the Swan-Ganz catheter, a device that allows doctors 
to accurately measure the heart’s performance at the bedside.   
 
In 1985, Dr. Harold formally joined the Medical Staff and began his practice in internal medicine and 
cardiovascular diseases.  He is certified by the American Board of Internal Medic ine in Critical Care 
Medicine, Geriatrics, Internal Medicine and Cardiovascular Diseases. 
 
To prepare him for his new role as Chief of Staff, Dr. Harold served as Vice Chief of Staff, secretary of the 
medical staff and clinical chief of Medicine and Cardiology at Cedars-Sinai, bringing a wealth of knowledge in 
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hospital administration and clinical practice.  Dr. Harold has also participated in numerous medical staff 
committees, including chair of the Continuing Medical Education Committee, vice chair for the Medical 
Education Committee, vice chair for the Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee and co-chair of the Suzanne 
and David Saperstein Critical Care Tower Operations Committee.   
 
As Chief of Staff, Dr. Harold’s primary goal will be to ensure that Cedars-Sinai continues to excel in providing 
quality medical care as it relates to patient care, patient safety and efficiency.  To this end, Dr. Harold will 
oversee the Medical Staff in ensuring that the hospital meets all quality and safety measures in compliance 
with all national and state health agencies, develops systems to further reduce medical errors, improves the 
quality of pain management for patients, and establishes a physician-nurse mentoring program, to further 
nursing education.   
 
“Dr. Harold brings a wealth of experience to his position as Chief of the Medical Staff,” said Dr. Michael 
Langberg, Senior Vice President of Medical Affairs.  “His commitment to his patients, the medical staff he 
now leads, and the hospital, will only ensure that we continue to excel in providing the best quality care and 
service.” 
 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is one of the largest non-profit academic medical centers in the Western 
United States.  For the fifth straight two-year period, Cedars-Sinai has been named Southern California’s 
gold standard in health care in an independent survey.  Cedars-Sinai is internationally renowned for its 
diagnostic and treatment capabilities and its broad spectrum of programs and services, as well as 
breakthrough in biomedical research and superlative medical education. The Medical Center ranks among 
the top 10 non-university hospitals in the nation for its research activities. 
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If you have received this news release in error and do not wish to receive future advisories, or if they should be directed to someone 
else in your organization, please call 1-800-396-1002. Alternatively, you may fax your updated information or your request for 
removal from our list to 808-263-3364 or e-mail it to sandy@vancommunications.com. 


