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HARTMANN QUADRUPLETS FACT SHEET 
 
FAMILY INFORMATION 
Father: Georg (pronounced GEE-org) Hartmann 
Mother: Abby Hartmann 
 
BABIES NAMES (the babies have no middle names) 
Sidney, born at 2:47 p.m. 
Max, born at 2:48 p.m. 
Emmy, born at 2:48 p.m. 
Lucy, born at 2:48 p.m. 
(All four babies were delivered in about 30 seconds) 
 
DUE DATE AND BIRTH DATE 
The babies were born January 16, 2004, at almost 29 weeks gestation. Their due date was April 4, 2004, 
so they are going home from the hospital just 4 days after their original due date. 
 
BIRTHWEIGHTS AND CURRENT WEIGHTS 
As of April 7, the quadruplets weighed a combined total of nearly 26 pounds. 

Baby Sidney – 6 lbs. 11 oz. (birthweight 2 lbs. 11 oz.)  
Baby Max  - 6  lbs. 6 oz. (birthweight 2 lb. 7 oz.) 
Baby Emmy – 6  lbs. 11 oz (birthweight 1 lb. 15 oz. 
Baby Lucy – 6  lbs. 3 oz. (birthweight 1 lb. 14 oz.) 

 
BACKGROUND 
Georg and Abby were married in June 2002. They tried unsuccessfully for a year to become pregnant. 
Then they learned that her tubes were blocked and that she was not ovulating. They were referred to Dr. 
Mark Surrey, an infertility specialist. Using Abby's eggs and Georg's sperm, two embryos were 
transferred via in vitro fertilization. Both embryos implanted and then split, resulting in two sets of 
identical twins. 
 
According to fertility experts and medical geneticists, the odds of naturally occurring double-sets of identical 
twins is approximately 1 in 25 million. In assisted pregnancies, the odds increase to a little less than 1 in 3000.  
 



OB-GYN - Hartmann Quads Fact Sheet 04-08-04 Cedars-Sinai Media Contact: Sandra Van 
Page 2 Tel. 1-800-880-2397 

 
 

Over the course of the pregnancy, Abby was in the hospital five times. At 21 weeks, she was given a 
cerclage to stich her cervix closed (hospitalized for 5 days). Four other times she was hospitalized for 
contractions. (1-2 days each time).  
 
The babies were delivered by C-section at 28-1/2 weeks, on Jan. 16, 2004. The boys were delivered first 
and taken immediately to an adjacent O.R. that had been reserved so that the medical teams could quickly 
address any medical issues the babies might have at delivery. There a team of physicians and nurses 
intubated the baby boys and placed them on respirators. The girls did not require intubation, but went 
directly onto the nasal cannula. 
 
It took approximately 30 seconds to deliver all four babies (Baby Sidney was born at 2:47 p.m. The other three 
babies were born at 2:48 p.m.).  
 
According to high-risk pregnancy obstetricians, not only is the birth of double identicals a rarity, but except 
for premature delivery (at approximately 28-1/2 weeks), these babies are extraordinary because they 
escaped most of the serious medical complications that quadruplets usually face. Additionally, Abby did 
not develop gestational diabetes or pre-eclampsia – two serious medical problems that mothers of multiples 
often face during pregnancy. 
 
One medical issue that the babies did face involved their lungs. Because of their premature birth, a 
chamber in their lungs, which normally remains open during most of a pregnancy, but closes shortly before 
full-term, had not yet closed and all four of the babies required “identical” cardiothoracic surgeries (PDA 
ligation) to close the chamber. These surgeries were performed by Alfredo Trento, Director of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery at Cedars-Sinai. 
 
 
PHYSICIANS 
Charles F. Simmons, MD 
Chairman, Department of Pediatrics, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Director, Division of Neonatology 
Ahmanson Pediatric Center 
Ruth and Harry Roman Chair in Neonatology 

 
Thais Aliabadi, M.D. (primary attending obstetrician for Abby Hartmann) 
Attending Obstetrician, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
 
Sabitha Sehgal, MD (primary attending neonatologist for quadruplets) 
Associate Clinical Director, Infant Progress Clinic, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Staff Neonatologist  
 

Asha Puri, MD (attending neonatologist) 
Associate Clinical Director, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Staff Neonatologist 
 
Richard Krueger, MD, PhD (attending neonatologist) 
Director of Fellowship Program, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Staff Neonatologist 
 
Mark Surrey, M.D. (infertility specialist) 
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Medical Director of In Vitro Fertilization Program for Advanced Reproductive Technologies at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and UCLA 
 Reproductive Surgeon 
 
Neil Silverman, M.D. (high-risk obstetrician) 
Medical Director, Inpatient Obstetric Services, Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center 
 
Lisa Bartholomew, M.D. (high-risk obstetrician) 
Maternal-Fetal Medicine Specialist, Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
 
Alfredo Trento, M.D. (cardiothoracic surgeon 
Director, Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
 
 
B-ROLL AND STILL PHOTOS 
BETA B-roll and still photos of the quadruplets are available. This b-roll includes physician interviews, 
shots of the nurses and physicians interacting with the babies and their parents. It also contains footage of 
the babies’ “co-bedding,” a relatively new concept that is based on recent studies showing that babies of 
multiple births do better if they share a bed with one of their siblings.  
 
In addition, the parents, who are documentary film makers have DV of the entire pregnancy and the 
delivery.  
 
 


